RESPONSE UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.116 
Application Number: 10/685,545 
Attorney Docket Number: 029714-00031 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be 
sterilized comprising: 

at least a first sheet of sterilization material, said first sheet of sterilization 
material being a multi-ply laminate; and 

a sheet of absorbent material bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material, 
wherein said sheet of absorbent material is adapted to receive the article to be sterilized 
thereon, provides sterility protection for the article in addition to said first sheet of 
sterilization material, wicks moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken 
place, is non-rigid, and permits sterilant to readily pass therethrough^ 

wherein the article to be sterilized is a medical instrument. 

2. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1 further including a 
second sheet of sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded 
to said first sheet of sterilization material. 

3. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2 wherein each of said first 
and second sheets of sterilization material includes four edges about their peripheries; 
said four edges of said first sheet of sterilization material being bonded to said four 
edges of said second sheet of sterilization material. 
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4. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2, wherein 
said sheet of absorbent material is made from a material selected from the group 
consisting of cellulose, hydrophilic spun melt polyolefins, polyester, nylon, polyrayons, 
and bi-component fibers. 

5-6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1 , wherein 
the perimeter of said sheet of absorbent material is smaller than the perimeter of said 
first sheet of sterilization material. 

8. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 7, wherein the perimeter of 
said sheet of absorbent material is at least 25% less than the perimeter of said first 
sheet of sterilization material. 

9. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 7, wherein said first sheet 
of sterilization material has two sides; one side of said first sheet of sterilization material 
having a central portion; said sheet of absorbent material bonded to said first sheet of 
sterilization material at said central portion. 

10. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 2, wherein said first and 
second sheets of sterilization material are made of SMS. 
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11. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1, wherein 
said sheet of absorbent material is bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material by 
glue. 

12. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1, wherein 
said sheet of absorbent material is bonded to said first sheet of sterilization material by 
heat and pressure. 

13. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1, wherein 
the color of said first sheet of sterilization material is different from the color of said 
sheet of absorbent material so that a sterile field may be readily identified. 

14. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 1, further 
including a chemical visual indicator; said chemical visual indicator being in one visual 
state prior to exposure to sterilant and being in another visual state after exposure to 
sterilant; said chemical visual indicator being attached to said wrap so as to indicate 
whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

15. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 14, wherein said chemical 
visual indicator is attached to said absorbent material. 



16. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 14, wherein said chemical 
visual indicator changes color after having been exposed to steam. 
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17. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 14, wherein said chemical 
visual indicator meets the requirements of ISO 1 1 140-1 . 

18-36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for enabling one to wrap an article 
to be sterilized, comprising: 

at least a first sheet of sterilization material; said first sheet having an outer 
periphery and a central portion; and 

an additional sheet of absorbent material being bonded to the central portion of 
said first sheet; the perimeter of said additional sheet being at least twenty-five percent 
(25%) smaller than the perimeter of said first sheet, wherein said additional sheet of 
absorbent material is non-rigid, contacts the article to be sterilized, and permits sterilant 
to readily pass therethrough^ 

wherein the article to be sterilized is a medical instrument. 

38. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 37 further including a 
second sheet of sterilization material; said second sheet of sterilization material bonded 
to said first sheet of sterilization material. 



39. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 38, wherein the second 
sheet of sterilization material includes an outer periphery; said outer periphery of said 
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first sheet of sterilization material being bonded to the outer periphery of said second 
sheet of sterilization material. 

40. (Cancelled) 

41. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 37 further including a 
chemical visual indicator; said chemical visual indicator being in one visual state prior to 
exposure to sterilant and being in another visual state after exposure to sterilant; said 
chemical visual indicator being attached to said wrap so as to indicate whether or not 
the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 41, wherein 
said chemical visual indicator is a color change indicator. 

44. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 41 , wherein 
said chemical visual indicator meets the requirements of ISO 1 1140-1 . 

45. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 41, wherein 
said chemical visual indicator is attached to said additional sheet. 
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46. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 39, wherein said first and 
second sheets of sterilization material and said additional sheet are made of SMS. 

47. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 46, wherein 
the basis weight of said additional sheet is greater than the basis weight of said first 
sheet of sterilization material. 

48. (Previously Presented) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 46, wherein 
the basis weight of said first sheet is in the range from 0.75 osy to 2.9 osy and the basis 
weight of said absorbent sheet is in the range from 1 .0 osy to 3.0 osy. 

49-53. (Cancelled) 

54. (Currently Amended) A sterilization wrap for wrapping an article to be 
sterilized comprising: 

at least one sheet of sterilization material; said sheet of sterilization material 
being a multi-ply laminate; and 

a sheet of absorbent material attached to said sheet of sterilization material, 
wherein said sheet of absorbent material contacts the article to be sterilized, wicks 
moisture away from the article after sterilization has taken place, is non-rigid, and 
permits sterilant to readily pass therethrough^ 

wherein the article to be sterilized is a medical instrument. 
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55. (Original) A sterilization wrap as set forth in Claim 54 further including a 
chemical visual indicator responsive to the presence of sterilant so as to indicate 
whether or not the article has been exposed to adequate sterilization conditions. 

56-103. (Cancelled) 



TECH/653893. 1 



8 



